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News Release      For Immediate Release 

 
Washougal Youth Appointed  

to Waterfront Advisory Committee  
 

Citizens Group Progresses on Recommendations For Waterfront 
 
Camas, Wash. – January 9, 2007 – With an eye towards the vision of future 
generations, the Port of Camas-Washougal has appointed Washougal High 
School student Ashley Eckman to the Waterfront Advisory Committee (WAC). 
The WAC, which has held monthly work sessions since October 2006, and is 
gearing up for more frequent meetings in the new year, is tasked with providing 
recommendations to the Port Commission and City of Washougal on suggested 
uses for the waterfront along the Columbia River as part of the proposed 
RiverWalk On The Columbia development. 
 
“My interests in serving on the committee include reserving an area for parks 
and open spaces, and to create something that both adults and kids alike 
will enjoy,” stated Eckman. “I hope that my presence on the committee will 
serve as a voice for a younger generation -- many who potentially will use these 
facilities once they are built for years to come.” 
 
Eckman’s vision for the waterfront is one that is family-friendly, attracts visitors 
and is a center for local commerce. She sees a project tailored to a diverse 
audience, making the waterfront something people of the Camas-Washougal can 
be proud of. 
 
A senior at Washougal High School, Eckman is student body vice-president, 
yearbook editor, and serves as a S*T*A*R* Mentor to incoming freshman. She 
is a varsity cheerleader and is active in the school's drama department. Eckman 
plans to attend college after graduation and is considering majoring in 
marketing, advertising, or possibly education.  She has lived in Washougal for 
the last 11 years. 
 
Members of the WAC, selected by the Port Commission, represent a broad-based 
cross-section of the community, and are tasked with recommending “the wisest 
and best long-term use of waterfront resources for the maximum public benefit.” 
The Committee will help carry forward the public input process for the  
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RiverWalk On The Columbia development – a proposed public/private 
partnership between the Port and Riverwalk, LLC.  The group hopes to present 
recommendations to the Port Commission for a blueprint of the mixed use 
development that will encompass parks and open spaces, retail, hotels, 
residential, business and some light industrial. 
 
Developers envision an area that encompasses potentially 65 acres between the 
Columbia River and SR-14.  Included in the development would be the existing 
marina, Marina Park and Parkersville Historic Area. The Committee’s final 
recommendations will be presented to the Port, City of Washougal and 
RiverWalk, LLC for approval. 
 
The next meetings of the Committee, which are open to the public, are 
scheduled for Wednesday, January 10th at Washougal High School’s Washburn 
Performing Arts Center, 1201 39th Street, Washougal, and Wednesday, January 
24th at the Port of Camas-Washougal, 24 South A Street, Washougal.  Both 
meetings will run from 5 to 7 p.m. 
 
Members of the Waterfront Advisory Committee are:   
 

Larry Blaufus 
Jennie Brown 
Russell Chambers 
Ashley Eckman 
Paul Fearn 
Charmaine Harvey 
Sandy Krahn 
Casey O’Dell 
Gary Simmons 
Pat Sheaffer 
John Svilarich 
Roberta Tidland 
Barbe West 
 

 


